
Medi-Cal and Healthy Families Programs

Comparison 


Purpose 

This chapter compares the no-cost Medi-Cal and Healthy Families Programs. It provides a basic 
overview of the programs, their similarities, and their differences. For more information please 
see Chapter 6 (Medi-Cal Program) and Chapter 7( Healthy Families Program). 

NOTE: Although there are many different Medi-Cal programs, this chapter only covers the no- 
cost Medi-Cal Program, specifically focusing on the percentage programs for children and 
pregnant women. 

Medi-Cal Program and Healthy Families Program Comparison 

Both Medi-Cal and Healthy Families Programs are California state programs (Medi-Cal is 
California’s version of Medicaid) that provide health care coverage to many low-income children. 
Medi-Cal also provides health care coverage for pregnant women and other adults depending 
on their income and individual situation. 

Families can apply for both no-cost Medi-Cal (for children and pregnant women) and the 
Healthy Families Program with the joint Healthy Families and Medi-Cal for Families Programs 
mail-in application. 

For children, both Medi-Cal and Healthy Families Programs cover the following medically 
necessary services 

• Preventive medical services 
• Immunizations 
• Inpatient and outpatient services 
• Hospitalization 
• Laboratory and x-ray services  
• Well-child exams 
• Prescription drugs 
• Maternity services 
• Dental benefits 
• Vision benefits 
• Mental health services 

The following chart provides a comparison of the Medi-Cal and Healthy Families Programs 
regarding basic eligibility requirements, benefits, and costs. 
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Medi-Cal and Healthy Families Programs Comparison Chart 

Medi-Cal Program Healthy Families Program 
Administration Department of Health Care Managed Risk Medical 

Services (DHCS) Insurance Board (MRMIB) 

How to Apply Mail-in application 
Health-e-App 

Mail-in application 
Health-e-App 

County Department of Social  
Services 

One-e-App 

One-e-App 

Age Requirements Children up to age 21 
Pregnant women of any age 

Children up to age 19 

Other family members, 
including children living in the 
home 

Citizenship Requirement U.S. Citizens U.S. Citizens 
U.S. Nationals U.S. Nationals 

Immigration 
Status 

Immigrants with satisfactory 
immigration status 

Qualified Immigrants 

Requirements 
Undocumented immigrants 
may qualify for restricted 
benefits 

Other Health Coverage Other insurance must provide 
services/pay first or deny 

Not eligible if the children 
currently have employer-

services. Medi-Cal will pay sponsored health coverage or 
last had employer-sponsored 

health insurance within 90 
days prior to application (with 
some exceptions) 

Benefits Medically necessary health, 
dental, vision, and mental 

Medically necessary health, 
dental, vision, and mental 

health services health services 
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Medi-Cal and Healthy Families Programs Comparison Chart Continued 

Medi-Cal Program Healthy Families Program 
Monthly Premium Payments None $4 to $15 per child*; $45 

maximum per family 
Co-Payments None $5**, dependent on services 

rendered; $250 maximum per 
family per year 

Review Process Annual Redetermination Annual Eligibility Review 

Medical Support Yes, referrals for medical None 
Enforcement support; absent parents may 

be contacted 

Retroactive Benefits Yes, up to three months prior None 
to date of application 

*Monthly insurance premium will depend on the number of family members living in the 
household and the net monthly income, as well as the type of health plan selected. 
**For children of Native American Indian descent or Alaska Natives, premiums and co-payments 
may be waived. 

NOTE: There are many other people, in addition to children under age 21 and pregnant 
women, who may qualify for Medi-Cal. If they are counted as family members when 
using the joint Healthy Families and Medi-Cal for Families mail-in application, 
applicants can request Medi-Cal for these family members in the application. 
Applicants will be contacted by their county Department of Social Services for any 
additional information needed to determine their eligibility. Also, applicants can apply 
for Medi-Cal in-person at their county Department of Social Services. 

Chapter 5 5-3 
Medi-Cal and Healthy Families Programs Comparison 
Rev. 04/2008 



<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /None
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJDFFile false
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments false
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName (http://www.color.org)
  /PDFXTrapped /Unknown

  /Description <<
    /ENU (Use these settings to create PDF documents with higher image resolution for high quality pre-press printing. The PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Reader 5.0 and later. These settings require font embedding.)
    /JPN <FEFF3053306e8a2d5b9a306f30019ad889e350cf5ea6753b50cf3092542b308030d730ea30d730ec30b9537052377528306e00200050004400460020658766f830924f5c62103059308b3068304d306b4f7f75283057307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103057305f00200050004400460020658766f8306f0020004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d30678868793a3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a306b306f30d530a930f330c8306e57cb30818fbc307f304c5fc59808306730593002>
    /FRA <>
    /DEU <>
    /PTB <>
    /DAN <>
    /NLD <>
    /ESP <>
    /SUO <>
    /ITA <>
    /NOR <>
    /SVE <>
  >>
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


